
 

 
 

 

EU Policy Updates and Forecast 
 

Period: January-March 
 

EBN and EU|BICs in Brussels 
 

EBN activities:  

 Expert Group: EBN participated in kick-off meeting of DG RTD & JRC Industry 5.0 

Community of Practice (CoP5.0) (22/01/25)  

 Consultation: EBN participated in Committee of the Region (CoR) - Stakeholder 

Consultation on the CoR opinion Cohesion policy as a key engine in achieving EU goals 

and reforms (30/01/25) 

 Expert Group: EBN invited to contribute to the DG RTD & JRC CoP5 - HUB5.0 Expert 

Group meetings in 2025-2026 (31/01/25) 

 EBN received draft Commission Work Programme – below points highlight relevant 

items for EU|BIC community  

 

Flagship Actions - Pillar 1  

o Start-up and Scale-up Strategy [Q2 2025] 

o European Strategy for Research and Technology Infrastructures [Q3 2025] 

o 28th Regime [2026] 

o European Research Area Act [2026]  

o Apply AI Strategy and Data Union Strategy [Q3 2025] 

o EU Quantum Strategy [Q2 2025] 

Flagship Actions - Pillar 2 

o Clean Industrial Deal and Affordable Energy Action Plan [Q1 2025] 

o Strategic Dialogue on the Future of the European Automotive Industry [Q1 

2025] 

o Circular Economy Act [Q4 2026] 

Flagship Actions - Pillar 3 

o The White Paper on the Future of European Defence [Q1 2025] 

Flagship Actions - Enablers 

o Omnibus Simplification and Definition of Small Mid-Caps [26/02/2025] 

o Single Market Strategy [Q2 2025] 

o European Savings and Investment Union [Q2 2025] 

o MFF (including Competitiveness Fund and Competitiveness Coordination 

Tool) [2025] 



 

 
 

EU|BIC Coventry University Enterprise 

• Paper, available upon request: ‘Framework Programme (FP) 10 Plus’ - position paper by 

Coventry University (January 2025) 

EU|BIC CSIL Milano  

• Consultation: Stakeholder consultation on the future of Smart Specialisation 

Strategies (S3) – commissioned by EC DG REGIO [Survey]  

 

European Commission 
 

College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet  
• [Meeting] 29/01/25 (Brussels) [Agenda] 

o For presentation: Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 
European Council, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the 

Committee of the Regions: A Competitiveness Compass for the EU. 

o Press release ‘Competitiveness Compass for the EU’ 

• [Meeting], 05/02/2025 – Brussels [Agenda] 

o Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 

European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: A 

comprehensive EU toolbox for safe and sustainable e-commerce 

• [Meeting], 26/02/2025 (Brussels) [Agenda] 
o Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 

European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: The clean 

Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for competitiveness and decarbonisation 

• [Meeting], 05/03/2025, Brussels [Agenda] 
o Item 10: Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, 

the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: 

Industrial Action Plan for the European automotive sector. 
o Item 14: Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, 

the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: A STEM 

Education Strategic Plan: skills for competitiveness and innovation. 

 

Press corner - Press material from the Commission Spokesperson's Service [Website] 
• More than €1 billion from the European Defence Fund to develop next-generation defence 

technologies and innovation (30/01/25) 

• President von der Leyen launches Strategic Dialogue on the Future of the Automotive 

Industry and announces Action Plan (30/01/25) 

• Commission simplifies rules on sustainability and EU investments, delivering over €6 billion in 

administrative relief [26.02.2025] 

• A Clean Industrial Deal for competitiveness and decarbonisation in the EU [26.02.2025] 

• A bolder, simpler, faster Union: the 2025 Commission work programme, 12 February 2025 
[Website] 

• [Event] - Conferences and summits: European Employment & Social Rights Forum 2025: 

Skills for a Competitive Europe – Brussels, [05-06/03/2025] 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/S3-survey-2025
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/api/files/OJ(2025)2511_0/090166e5172d7201?rendition=false
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/10017eb1-4722-4333-add2-e0ed18105a34_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_339
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/api/files/OJ(2025)2513_0/090166e5182de0f8?rendition=false
file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2516_0.pdf
file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2517.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en?dotyp=IP,STATEMENT&datefrom=01122024&commissioner=2088#news-block
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_376
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_378
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_614
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_550
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_466
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/european-employment-social-rights-forum-2025-skills-competitive-europe-2025-03-05_en


 

 
 

• A Union of Skills to equip people for a competitive Europe [05.03.2025] 

• Commission boosts European automotive industry's global competitiveness [06.03.2025] 

• Questions and answers on the Union of Skills, 5 March 2025 [Website] 

• A Union of Skills to equip people for a competitive Europe, 5 March 2025 [Website] 

• Speech by the Executive Vice-President Raffaele Fitto at the 18th Recovery and Resilience 

Dialogue, 31 March 2025 [Website] 
By the end of 2024, the RRF had disbursed €306.2 billion (47% of total funds), yet around 70% of 

milestones and over half of allocations remain to be completed before the August 2026 deadline, 

prompting the Commission to urge Member States to accelerate implementation and revisions 
to ensure collective success. 

 

DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (GROW) 
• Consultation: The Commission seeks views on provisions to implement the Net-Zero 

Industry Act (27/01/25) 

• Press release: The annual Single Market and Competitiveness Report highlights challenges 

and opportunities to EU competitiveness (29/01/25) 

• Launch of the 2025 SME Fund to help SMEs protect intellectual property (03/02/25) 
• Publication: Study of the European Union SMEs internationalisation strategy (03/02/25) 

• Launch of the 2025 SME Fund to help SMEs protect intellectual property (03/02/25) 

• Publication: Study of the European Union SMEs internationalisation strategy (03/02/25) 

• Commission simplifies rules on sustainability and EU investments, delivering over €6 

billion in administrative relief [Website] 

The European Commission has adopted a new package of proposals to simplify EU rules, boost 
competitiveness, and unlock additional investment capacity. 

 

• Commission boosts European automotive industry's global competitiveness, 5 March 2025 
[Website] 

To address the changes ahead, President von der Leyen in January launched a Strategic 

Dialogue on the Future of the European Automotive Industry, a collaborative and inclusive 
process designed to tackle the sector's most pressing challenges 

 

• New EU programme launched with banking sector to support women entrepreneurs across 

Europe, 5 March 2025 [Website] 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) and the European Commission have launched a pioneering 

advisory programme to support EU commercial banks in improving access to finance for 

women-owned and women-led SMEs across Europe. 

• [Event]- Public debates: Youth Policy Dialogue with EVP Stéphane Séjourné “Sustainable 
Prosperity: Building a Competitive Future Together”- Paris, [Website] 

• Law- EU Start-up and Scale-up Strategy. Deadline: March 17. [Website] 
 

DG REGIO - Regional and Urban Policy (REGIO) 
• News: Empowering innovation: the I3 Support Facility has been officially launched! 

(10/01/25) 

• Event: Cities Forum 2025: Empowering cities, shaping Europe’s future (Krakow, 17-19 June) 

• New C4T call to join Climate, Environment and Energy Working Groups [24.02.2025] 

• Launch of the I3 Support Facility to strengthen Interregional Innovation Investments 

Ecosystems [Website] 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_657
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_635
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_25_658
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_657
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_936
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-seeks-views-provisions-implement-net-zero-industry-act-2025-01-27_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_335
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/launch-2025-sme-fund-help-smes-protect-intellectual-property-2025-02-03_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/study-european-union-smes-internationalisation-strategy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/launch-2025-sme-fund-help-smes-protect-intellectual-property-2025-02-03_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/study-european-union-smes-internationalisation-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_614
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_635
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_378
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_378
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/new-eu-programme-launched-banking-sector-support-women-entrepreneurs-across-europe-2025-03-05_en
https://youth.europa.eu/events/youth-policy-dialogue-evp-stephane-sejourne_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14530-EU-Start-up-and-Scale-up-Strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/01-10-2025-empowering-innovation-the-i3-support-facility-has-been-officially-launched_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/16-01-2025-unveiling-the-cities-forum-2025-empowering-cities-shaping-europe-s-future_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/24-02-2025-new-c4t-call-to-join-climate-environment-and-energy-working-groups_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/02-05-2025-launch-of-the-i3-support-facility-to-strengthen-interregional-innovation-investments-ecosystems_en


 

 
 

The European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA), in collaboration with 

Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), has officially launched the 

Support Facility for Interregional Innovation Investments (I3). 

• Executive Vice-President Raffaele Fitto in Italy to discuss with national government and 

local authorities how Cohesion Policy can address new priorities [Website] 

• Executive Vice-President Raffaele Fitto in France for discussions on Cohesion Policy’s 

implementation [Website] 

• Startups and Scaleups in Europe [Website] 

• Boosting solutions to cross-border obstacles [Website] 

A new call for pilot actions just released under DG REGIO’s b-solutions project aims to solve 

obstacles that hinder cross-border cooperation across national borders. Join an online 

information session about the b-solutions initiative. 

 

• Commission Adopts New I3 Instrument Work Programme for 2025-2027 [Website] 

The new three-year Work Programme of the I3 Instrument, with a budget of over €176 million, 

will focus on scaling innovation, strengthening regional ecosystems, and fostering interregional 
collaboration. Supporting consortia of researchers, businesses, public administrations and civil 

society — with SMEs as key beneficiaries — it aims to turn ideas into investment-ready projects, 
promote smart specialisation, and integrate less developed regions into European value chains. 

Currently, 53 projects are underway, with more to follow from the 2024 calls, and lessons will be 

shared through the I3 Support Facility to guide stakeholders in developing joint investments. 
 

• Executive Vice-President Fitto attends General Affairs Council on Cohesion to prepare the 

future of Cohesion Policy, 27 March 2025 [Website] 

 

DG Research and Innovation (RTD)  
• [News] EU and Switzerland successfully conclude negotiations on Horizon Europe and 

Euratom (20/12/24) 
• [News] Republic of Korea to join Horizon Europe under Transitional Arrangement 

(06/01/25) 

• [News] New mandate, new agenda: Will the EU live up to its promises on R&I? (06/02/2025) 

• [News] Digital Ecosystems for sustainable digitalisation of farming. (06/02/2025) 

• 11-13 February: 8th European Conference on Results from Road Transport Research 

Projects - RTR Conference. [Website] 

Participants will learn about Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe projects’ results and expected 

impacts, and what the next research steps are in essential areas for road transport: Green 

Vehicles, Urban Mobility, Logistics, Intelligent Transport Systems, Safety, Automated Road 

Transport 

• [Webinar] Open and secure: how to valorise your research results in an uncertain global 

environment? [25/02/2025] 

• European Commission concludes public consultation on the EU Startup and Scaleup 
Strategy [Website] 

 

Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Executive Agency (EISMEA) 
• News: Launch of the I3 Support Facility to Strengthen Interregional Innovation 

Investments Ecosystems (08/01/25) 

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/03-06-2025-executive-vice-president-raffaele-fitto-in-italy-to-discuss-with-national-government-and-local-authorities-how-cohesion-policy-can-address-new-priorities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/03-10-2025-executive-vice-president-raffaele-fitto-in-france-for-discussions-on-cohesion-policy-s-implementation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/03-11-2025-startups-and-scaleups-in-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/18-03-2025-boosting-solutions-to-cross-border-obstacles_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/19-03-2025-commission-adopts-new-i3-instrument-work-programme-for-2025-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/28-03-2025-executive-vice-president-fitto-attends-general-affairs-council-on-cohesion-to-prepare-the-future-of-cohesion-policy_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/eu-and-switzerland-successfully-conclude-negotiations-horizon-europe-and-euratom-2024-12-20_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/republic-korea-join-horizon-europe-under-transitional-arrangement-2025-01-06_en
https://sciencebusiness.net/events/new-mandate-new-agenda-will-eu-live-its-promises-ri
https://www.horizoncodecs.eu/event/digital-ecosystems-for-sustainable-digitalisation-of-farming/
https://rtrconference.eu/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/open-and-secure-how-valorise-your-research-results-uncertain-global-environment-2025-02-25_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/european-commission-concludes-public-consultation-eu-startup-and-scaleup-strategy-2025-03-26_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/news/launch-i3-support-facility-strengthen-interregional-innovation-investments-ecosystems-2025-01-08_en


 

 
 

• Call EoI: Call for Expression of Interest for participation in the I3 Support Facility Discussion 

Groups (28/01/25j) 

• Interregional Innovation Investments (I3) Instrument: Empower innovation with advisory 

and financial support, guiding projects in joint smart specialization areas toward successful 
commercialization and scale-up. EISMEA plans to publish three calls this year. More details will 
be available once the Work Programme (WP) 2025-2027 is adopted, likely in early February. The 

calls are as follows: 

o Investment Call Strand 1: Opening planned on 22 May and closing on 20 November 2025. 

o Investment Call Strand 2a: Opening planned on 22 May and closing on 20 November 2025. 

o Final Capacity Building Call Cap2b: Opening planned on 23 October and closing on 19 

March 2026. 

• Why IP due diligence is key to SME success and how to fund it [Website] 

• I3 Instrument Work Programme for 2025-2027 adopted [Website] 

The European Commission has adopted the new Work Programme for the Interregional 

Innovation Investments (I3) Instrument for 2025-2027, allocating €176 million.  
  

https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/news/call-expression-interest-participation-i3-support-facility-discussion-groups-2025-01-28_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregional-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/news/why-ip-due-diligence-key-sme-success-and-how-fund-it-2025-03-17_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/news/i3-instrument-work-programme-2025-2027-adopted-2025-03-19_en


 

 
 

European Parliament 
 

EP Plenary Sessions 
• [Meeting] EP Plenary EP Plenary Meeting - Strasbourg, 20-23/01/25 [Agenda] 

o Powering Europe’s future - advancing the fusion industry for energy independence and 

innovation - Commission statement - [2025/2507(RSP)] 

o Need to enforce the Digital Services Act to protect democracy on social media 

platforms including against foreign interference and biased algorithms - Council and 

Commission statements [2025/2515(RSP)] 

o Presentation of the programme of activities of the Polish Presidency – Council - 

[2024/2970(RSP)] 
o Cryptocurrencies - need for global standards - Commission statement - [2025/2514(RSP)] 

 

• [Meeting] EP Plenary EP Plenary Meeting - Strasbourg, 10-13/02/25 [Agenda] 

 
o European Central Bank – annual report 2024. Annual report 2024 [2024/2054(INI)]  

o Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 

o Commission Work Programme 2025 - Commission statement - [2025/2500(RSP)] 
o Competitiveness Compass - Council and Commission statements [2025/2531(RSP)] 

 

• [Meeting] - Strasbourg, 10-13/03/2025  
o Assessment of the implementation of Horizon Europe in view of its interim evaluation 

and recommendations for the 10th Research Framework Programme [2024/2109(INI)]  
o European Social Fund Plus post-2027 [2024/2077(INI)] 

o European Semester for economic policy coordination 2025 [2024/2112(INI)] 

 

REGI Committee (Regional Development) 
• [Meeting]  REGI Committee (Regional Development)– Brussels, 27-28/01/25 [Agenda] – 

[Minutes] 
o Exchange of views with Executive Vice-President Raffaelle Fitto on the future of 

cohesion policy 

o Exchange of views with Nadim Ahmad, OECD, on the main territorial impacts of the global 

challenges and available instruments for national authorities and regions to address them 

o Exchange of views with Sharon Dijksma, Mayor of Utrecht, on EurocCities policy 

statement – A Strong Cohesion Policy Promoting Urban Transformation 

o Study presentation on the future of EU cohesion: Scenarios and their impacts on regional 
inequalities, by EPRS (European Added Value Unit) 

 

• [Meeting] REGI Committee (Regional Development)– Brussels, 19-20/02/25 [Agenda] 
[Minutes] 
o Guidelines for the 2026 Budget - Section III [Draft opinion oft he Committe on Regional 

Development] 

• [Meeting] – Brussels - 19 March 2025 [Agenda] [Minute] 
o Budget 2026: Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions (PP-PAs) for pre-assessment by the 

Commission. 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-10-2025-01-20-ITM-014_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-10-2025-01-21-ITM-002_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-10-2025-01-22-ITM-005_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-10-2025-01-23-ITM-004_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/OJ-10-2025-02-10-SYN_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2024/2054(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2025/2500(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2025/2531(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2024/2109(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2024/2077(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2024/2112(INI)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/REGI/OJ/2025/01-27/1313555EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/REGI/PV/2025/02-19/1314204EN.pdf
https://eurocities.eu/resources/a-strong-cohesion-policy-promoting-urban-transformation/
https://eurocities.eu/resources/a-strong-cohesion-policy-promoting-urban-transformation/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/762854/EPRS_STU(2024)762854_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/762854/EPRS_STU(2024)762854_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-02-19-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-02-19-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/REGI/DV/2025/02-19/Point4_GERZSENYI_Budgetguidelines2026_draftopinion_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/REGI/DV/2025/02-19/Point4_GERZSENYI_Budgetguidelines2026_draftopinion_EN.pdf
https://redmapl3.europarl.europa.eu/RedmapFront/Redmap/reference/reds_iCmOj/REGI-OJ-2025-03-19-1/REGI-OJ-2025-03-19-1_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/REGI/PV/2025/04-09/1318449EN.pdf


 

 
 

ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) 
 

• [Meeting] ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) Brussels, 16/01/25 [Agenda] 
[Minutes] 

o Structured dialogue with Mr Wopke Hoekstra, Commissioner for Climate, Net Zero and Clean 
Growth 

 

• [Meeting] ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) – Brussels, 29-30/01/25 

[Agenda] [Minutes] 
o Presentation of the Council Presidency’s programme - Exchange of views with Mr Krzysztof 

Paszyk, Minister of Economic Development and Technology (industry, SMEs, space)  
o Structured dialogue with Ms Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President for Tech 

Sovereignty, Security and Democracy 

o Exchange of views with EC Representative on the Competitiveness Compass 

o Presentation of the Council Presidency’s programme - Exchange of views with Mr Marcin 
Kulasek, Minister of Science and Higher Education (research, innovation) 

o Upcoming ITRE Committee (ordinary) meeting: 19-20/02/2025 (Brussels) 

 

• [Meeting] ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) – Brussels, 19-20/02/25 
[Agenda] [Minutes] 
o Assessment of the implementation of Horizon Europe in view of its interim evaluation and 

recommendations for the 10th Research Framework Programme 

o Structured dialogue with Ms Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research and 
Innovation. 

• [Meeting] ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) – Brussels,  – Brussels, 17-
18/03/25 [Agenda] [Minute] 

 
o Proposals for pilot projects and preparatory actions (PPPAs) for the 2026 Union budget 

 

STOA Panel (Future of Science and Technology) meeting – Brussels, 23/01/25 [Agenda] 
• Event with University of Leiden on ‘Science for Policy in a Changing World’, 19 February 

2025 

• Next STOA Panel meeting: 13/02/25, 9:30 - 11:00 CET (Strasbourg): The meeting will feature 

a presentation of the study 'Evolution or Disruption - Which Way to Follow to Design the Next 
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation?' The Panel will be web-streamed.  

[Webstreaming] 

• Accelerating the rollout of EU electric vehicle charging infrastructure [Website] 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-01-16-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/PV/2025/02-19/1314146EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/OJ/2025/01-29/1313746EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/PV/2025/04-09/1316491EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/COM/2025/01-29/COM_COM20250030_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-02-19-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-02-19-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-03-18-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-03-18-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/292582/01.%20STOA%20Panel%20meeting%2023-01-2025%20-%20Draft%20agenda.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/panel-for-future-of-science-and-technology-panel_20250213-0930-SPECIAL-STOA
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/en/events/details/accelerating-the-rollout-of-eu-electric-/20250303WKS06262


 

 
 

Council of the EU /Council of Ministers 
 
 

Economic and Financial Affairs Council: 
 

• [Meeting] Economic and Financial Affairs Council, 21/01/25 (Brussels) [Agenda] [Minutes] 
o Presentation of the Polish Presidency work programme 
o Policy debate: Ensuring a globally competitive business environment in Europe: 

simplification, decluttering and regulatory burden reduction. 

 

Ministers strongly supported the prospect of reducing and simplifying reporting requirements 

for businesses and expressed a shared commitment to meaningful steps towards regulatory 

simplification for companies, as an effective way to improve the competitiveness of the EU 

economy. Ministers looked forward to the Commission’s planned proposal for an ‘Omnibus 
simplification package’ that would streamline and reduce the regulatory burden on businesses. 

o Next Economic and Financial Affairs Council: 18 February 2025 (Brussels) 

 

• [Meeting] Economic and Financial Affairs Council, 18 February 2025 - Warsaw, Poland 
[Minutes] 

 
o Competitiveness and improving business environment. Ministers will have the opportunity 

to continue their exchange views on competitiveness, simplification and improving the 
business environment in Europe.  

o The Council aims to approve its guidelines for the EU’s annual budget for 2026. They will serve 
as a reference for the Commission when preparing the coming budget cycle. 

o Economic governance framework. It aims to detect and correct economic imbalances that 

could weaken national economies or affect other EU countries through cross-border 
spillovers. 

o Financial services. The Presidency will present the state of play of legislative proposals in the 

field of financial services, also with the view of the possible burden reduction. 

 

• [Meeting] Economic and Financial Affairs Council, Economic and Financial Affairs Council, 

11 March 2025 [Website] 
o  
o Competitiveness, simplification and improving the EU’s business environment 

o The Commission presented the two first ‘Omnibus packages’, adopted on 26 February 2025, 

on sustainability and investment simplification. 
o Ministers continued their exchange of views on competitiveness, simplification and improving 

the business environment in Europe. 

 

General Affairs Council: 
• [Meeting] General Affairs Council, 28/01/25 (Brussels) [Agenda][Background brief] 

[Minutes] 
The Polish presidency presented its priorities for its term of office. The main priority is security 

in its 7 dimensions: external, internal, information, economic, energy, food, and health. The Polish 

presidency has established the following overall priorities for its semester:  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/w4opdj13/st05177en25.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-5592-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/media/zkcno325/programme-of-the-polish-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6319-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/ecofin/2025/03/11/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1066-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/1rfobxq1/gac250128-backgroung-note.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-5731-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/priorities/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/priorities/


 

 
 

o defence and security 

o protection of people and borders 

o resistance to foreign integration and disinformation 
o ensuring security and freedom of business 

o energy transition 

o competitive and resilient agriculture 

o health security 

 

• [Meeting] General Affairs Council, 25 February 2025 – Brussels [Website] [Minutes] 
 

Legislative programming: Commission’s 2025 work programme and annual and multiannual 

programming. 
In public session, the Commission presented its work programme for 2025 titled “Moving forward 

together: a bolder, simpler, faster Union”. Ministers held an exchange of views on this programme 

and, more broadly, on annual programming for 2025 and multiannual programming for 2025-2029. 

 

• [Meeting] General Affairs Council, 18 March 2025 [Website] [Minutes] 
 

Ministers held an exchange of views on a synthesis report on Council contributions on the 2025 

European Semester. The presidency presented an updated roadmap for the 2025 European 

Semester. The Council also agreed to forward a draft recommendation on the economic policy of 

the euro area to the European Council for endorsement. 

• [Meeting] General Affairs Council (Cohesion), 28 March 2025 [Website] 
 

o Council conclusions on cohesion and cohesion policy post-2027 

The Council adopted conclusions on cohesion policy beyond 2027, stressing its role in 

addressing EU challenges and promoting economic, social and territorial cohesion. The text 

reaffirms that cohesion and competitiveness are interlinked, recalls the core principles of 

cohesion policy and confirms shared management with Member States as its delivery method. 

It also underlines that cohesion policy is a long-term investment tool whose efficiency can be 

strengthened by focusing on results. 

o Any other business 

In the context of discussions on the future cohesion policy under the next MFF, ministers were 

informed by the Romanian delegation of a non-paper entitled A strong cohesion policy for 

growth, convergence and competitiveness. The document calls for a robust budget, regional GDP 

per capita to remain the key criterion for regional categorisation, and the preservation of shared 

management and other core principles of cohesion policy. The initiative was supported by 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Cyprus, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 

Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain. 

 

 
 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2025/02/25/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6634-2025-COR-1/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2025/03/18/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7207-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2025/03/28/


 

 
 

Informal meeting of competitiveness ministers (Internal market and industry), 3-4 
February 2025 - Warsaw, Poland [Agenda] 
 
Ministers will assess the current tools supporting the EU's global competitiveness and the European 

industrial ecosystem. They will also discuss how to better link trade and industrial policy, increase the 

resilience of the single market and develop a common approach to the EU's external partners. 

 

[Conclusions of the informal meeting]: 

o Ensuring coherence between trade and industrial policy to strengthen the EU’s global 

competitiveness in an unstable international environment was the main topic of discussion on 
Tuesday, 4 February, during the informal meeting of ministers responsible for industry, the internal 

market, and trade in Warsaw. 

Ministers agreed that trade policy instruments should be more closely aligned with industrial policy 

objectives to strengthen the global competitiveness of European businesses. 

They also emphasised the need for new initiatives to boost the resilience of the Single Market and 

ensure a level playing field, particularly in response to unfair practices by third countries. 

The discussion highlighted the importance of supporting traditionally strong sectors such as 
chemicals, steel, and automotive, as their condition directly affects global competitiveness and 

resilience to external shocks caused by shortages of key resources in the European market. 
 

• Integration of candidate countries into EU value chains. The talks also covered ways to improve 
the effectiveness of trade agreements and other relevant instruments. 

 
• Transatlantic relations.  

The informal meeting in Warsaw concluded with a discussion among EU ministers on strengthening 

the resilience of transatlantic relations. Ministers reaffirmed that the partnership between the 
United States and the European Union remains crucial for upholding the international order based 

on stable institutions, legal frameworks, and fair competition. 

 
They stressed the need to develop a positive agenda for trade, investment, and technological 

cooperation, while also ensuring the firm and flexible protection of the EU’s economic interests. 

 

Informal meeting of ministers for development, 10-11 February 2025 - Warsaw, Poland 

[Agenda] 
 
The primary goal of the meeting is to address issues related to the EU's current development and 

humanitarian policies, as well as strategic challenges for the future. A key focus will be on building the 

resilience of public institutions and societies in developing countries. Using the examples of Mauritania, 
Ukraine, and Syria, participants will explore how to better support these nations in addressing both 

humanitarian and developmental crises. 

 

Competitiveness Council (Internal market and industry), 12 March 2025 [Agenda] 
[Minutes] 
 

• For a more competitive European industry – competitiveness compass and the clean industrial 

deal. 

https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/events/joint-meeting-of-the-compet-industry-and-internal-market-and-the-fac-trade-ministers-in-warsaw-3-402/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/the-future-of-european-industry-and-trade-in-the-face-of-challenges-informal-meeting-of-eu-ministers-for-the-internal-market-industry-and-trade-in-warsaw/
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/events/informal-meeting-of-development-ministers-10-112/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/compet/2025/03/12/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7015-2025-ADD-1/en/pdf


 

 
 

• Towards a horizontal strategy for a modernised single market: the need for an action plan for 

services. 

 

Coreper I: 
 

• [Meeting] Coreper I, 12 February 2025 [Website] 
Moving forward together: A Bolder, Simpler, Faster Union [Document] [Annexes] 

 

Working Party on General Affairs: 
• [Meeting] 16 January 2025 [Agenda] 

Presentation of the priorities of the Polish Presidency for the first semester of 2025 

 

Working Party on Research: 
• [Meeting] 16 January 2025 [Website] [Agenda] 

 
‘Align, Act, Accelerate. Research, Technology and Innovation to boost European Competitiveness’ 
(‘Heitor report’) – Presentation of the recommendations towards future R&I Framework 

programme* 

 

• [Meeting] 27 January 2025 [Website] [Agenda] 
2024 EU Industrial R&D Investment Scoreboard: Key findings and conclusions 

 

• [Meeting] 13 February 2025 [Website] [Agenda] 

 
o The role of R&I in the forthcoming EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy - Presentation by the 

Commission  

o Competitiveness Compass – Presentation by the Commission 

 

• [Meeting] 27 March 2025 [Website] [Agenda] 
Proposal for a COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION on the European Research Area Policy Agenda 2025-
2027 – Examination of the first Presidency text (doc. 7270/25 + ADD 1 to follow) 

 

Working Party of Competitiveness and Growth (High Level) 
• [Meeting] 13/02/25 (Brussels) [Agenda] 

o Members will exchange views on How to ensure a clean and competitive Europe, given the 
upcoming Clean Industrial Deal. 

 

European Associations 
 

• A strong Cohesion Policy promoting urban transformation [Website] 

• [Webinar] ONE HOUR WITH EUROPE WEBINAR with Keith Sequeira: The European 

Innovation Council: Upcoming opportunities and future perspectives. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/mpo/2025/2/coreper-1-permanent-representatives-committee-(348872)/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0045
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-5985-2025-ADD-1/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1098-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/mpo/2025/1/wp-on-research-(350276)/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1078-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/mpo/2025/1/wp-on-research-atomic-question-(350803)/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1217-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/mpo/2025/2/working-party-on-research-(351287)/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1431-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/mpo/2025/3/working-party-on-research-(352631)/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-2076-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-5568-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://eurocities.eu/resources/a-strong-cohesion-policy-promoting-urban-transformation/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwI_3cBYy5P7yUsHlKgw3MZR4oyO2aAha_j0LO844hH1kHOg/viewform?usp=sharing

