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EU Policy Updates and Forecast

Period: April - June 2025

EBN and EU|BICs in Brussels

EBN activities:

@ EBN received draft Commission Work Programme - below points highlight relevant
items for EU|BIC community

Flagship Actions - Pillar 1
o Start-up and Scale-up Strategy [Q2 2025]
EU Quantum Strategy [Q2 2025]
28th Regime [2026]
European Research Area Act [2026]
Life Sciences Strategy & Advanced Materials Act [2026]
Review of the Horizontal Merger Control Guidelines [2026]
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Flagship Actions - Pillar 2
o New State Aid Framework [Q2 2025]

Flagship Actions - Pillar 3

o Joint Purchasing Platform for Critical Raw Minerals [Q2-Q3 2025]
o Water Resilience Strategy [Q2 2025]

Flagship Actions - Enablers

Omnibus Simplification and Definition of Small Mid-Caps [26/02/2025]

Single Market Strategy [Q2 2025]

European Savings and Investment Union [Q2 2025]

MFF (including Competitiveness Fund and Competitiveness Coordination Tool)

[2025]

€ Empowering SMEs Through IP: EBN’s Strategic Partnership with EUIPO [Website]

@ EBN Position: Cohesion Policy - Mid-term Review, 21 May 2025 [blog] [submitted
position paper]

@ EBN collects members’ feedback: Stakeholder consultation on the Social Economy
Action Plan - Mid-term review - commissioned by EC DG EMPL [Survey]

@ EBN Congress 2025 18-20 June 2025 [Blog]

@ The 2026 EBN Congress goes to Trentino! [Blog]
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https://ebn.eu/2025/05/14/empowering-smes-through-ip-ebns-strategic-partnership-with-euipo/
https://ebn.eu/2025/05/21/a-modernised-cohesion-policy-2025-mid-term-review/
https://ebn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/EBN-Position-Social-Economy-Action-Plan_Mid-Term-Review-2025.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14662-Social-economy-action-plan-mid-term-review_en
https://www.ebncongress.eu/
https://ebn.eu/2025/06/26/the-2026-ebn-congress-goes-to-trentino/
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EU|BIC Coventry University Enterprise

e Paper, available upon request: ‘Framework Programme (FP) 10 Plus’ - position paper by
Coventry University (January 2025)

EU|BIC CSIL Milano

e Consultation: Stakeholder consultation on the future of Smart Specialisation Strategies
(S3) - commissioned by EC DG REGIO [Survey]

European Commission

Consultation on the Strategy for European Life Sciences receives wide response, 28
April 2025 [Website]

Research and Innovation News Alert: The European Commission has closed its public consultation on
the upcoming Strategy for European Life Sciences.

Three years in, the EU Mission on Adaptation accelerates Europe’s resilience efforts,
28 April 2025 [Website]

For every euro invested Horizon Europe generates up to €11 in economic gains, 30 April
2025 [Website]

Annual EU Budget Conference 2025 - From local action to global influence: the next
long-term Union budget, 20-21 May [Website]
- Speech by President von der Leyen at the Annual Budget Conference 2025

Technology Infrastructures in the spotlight: a strategic asset for European
competitiveness, 8 May 2025 [\Website]

Commission welcomes political agreement on compulsory licensing to enhance EU

crisis resilience, 22 May 2025 [Website]

The new Regulation creates an EU-level framework for granting compulsory licences in clearly defined
cross-border crises or emergencies. It empowers the Commission to issue an EU-wide compulsory
licence for protected inventions relating to crisis-relevant products, once a crisis or emergency has been
declared under the relevant EU instruments.

Choose Europe for Science: EU comes together to attract top research talent, 23 May

2025 [Website]

The EU is stepping up efforts to make Europe the most attractive destination for researchers through the
Choose Europe for Science package, presented by Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva at the
Competitiveness Council. The package consolidates over 60 regional, national and EU funding schemes,
worth billions of euros, and is now available via the EURAXESS platform. It forms part of the wider Choose
Europe campaign, launched by President von der Leyen, backed by a €500 million package for 2025-27
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https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/S3-survey-2025
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/consultation-strategy-european-life-sciences-receives-wide-response-2025-04-28_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/three-years-eu-mission-adaptation-accelerates-europes-resilience-efforts-2025-04-28_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1115
https://commission.europa.eu/eu-budget/annual-eu-budget-conference-2025-local-action-global-influence-next-long-term-union-budget-2025-05-20_en
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/europa.eu/newsroom/ecpc-failover/pdf/speech-25-1284_en.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/technology-infrastructures-spotlight-strategic-asset-european-competitiveness-2025-05-08_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1312
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/choose-europe-science-eu-comes-together-attract-top-research-talent-2025-05-23_en
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and new initiatives such as enhanced ERC grants, the ERC Super Grant scheme and a €230 million call for
ERA Chairs.

At the same meeting, ministers adopted the ERA Policy Agenda 2025-27, coinciding with the 25th
anniversary of the European Research Area. The agenda seeks to boost competitiveness, scientific
excellence and global attractiveness by strengthening research careers, mobility, infrastructures and
coordination of R&I policies, while addressing challenges such as Al in science, industrial transformation
and research security.

Commission launches ambitious Strategy to make Europe a startup and scaleup
powerhouse, 28 May 2025 [Website]

It identifies the key needs of startups and scaleups and is putting forward a set of actions in five main
areas:

Fostering innovation-friendly environment

Driving better financing

Supporting market uptake and expansion

Attracting and retaining top talent

Facilitating access to infrastructure, networks and services

mhwNe

College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet:

o [Meeting], College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet: 21/05/2025 (Brussels) [Agenda]

e Prosperity and industrial strategy implementation and simplification Fourth Omnibus - Small
Mid-Caps 10.2 Commission Recommendation on the definition of small mid-cap enterprises

o [Meeting], College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet: 28/05/2025 (Brussels) [Agenda]

e Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: The EU Startup and Scaleup
Strategy. Choose Europe to start and scale.

e [Meeting], College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet: 04/06/2025 (Brussels) [Agenda]
o Joint Communication to the European Parliament and the Council: An International Digital
Strategy for the European Union

Press corner - Press material from the Commission Spokesperson's Service [\Website]

e The Future of Competition Policy and Europe's Strategic Autonomy: Closing Remarks at
the 20th Annual GCLC Conference [Website]

e Remarks by Executive Vice-President Séjourné at the press conference on a simpler Single
Market [Website]

e Adoption of Startups and Scaleups strategy [Website]

e Questions and answers on the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy [Website]

e Remarks by Executive Vice-President Séjourné and Commissioner Zaharieva on the EU
Startup and Scaleup Strategy [Website]
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1350
file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2526_0%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2527_0.pdf
file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2528_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_1122
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_1310
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_1374
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_25_1351
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_1363
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e Statement by President von der Leyen at the plenary session of the 4th UN International
Conference on Financing for Development [Website]

DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (GROW)

o Stakeholder Dialogue on Territorial Supply Constraints [Website]

e Commission proposes simplification measures to save EU businesses a further €400 million
per year [Website]

e Asimpler Single Market to make companies choose Europe [Website]

e Commission welcomes political agreement on compulsory licensing to enhance EU crisis
resilience [Website]

e Voices of the single market [Website]
We speak to businesses about the barriers they encounter when doing business in the EU. With
the single market strategy we are setting out to fix the most recurrent and harmful obstacles as
a priority.

e Commission underlines the strategic role of IP Enforcement for Europe’s competitiveness
at international summit [Website]

o The EU Industry Days 2025 zoom in on competitiveness and decarbonisation [\Website]

DG REGIO - Regional and Urban Policy (REGIO)

e A modernised cohesion policy to boost the EU's strategic priorities [\Website]

e Cohesion Policy turning sargassum from a toxic nuisance into an opportunity for
sustainable development [Website]

e C4T Conference: Driving Sustainability through Cohesion Policy [Website]

o Executive Vice-President Fitto in Spain to discuss the future of cohesion policy, 6 May 2025
[Website]

o Executive Vice-President Fitto in Sweden to discuss cohesion policy’s priorities, 20 May
2025 [Website]

e Joint Declaration of Ministers responsible for Cohesion Policy, Territorial and Urban
Matters [Website]

o Executive Vice-President Fitto hosts implementation dialogue on Sustainable Urban
Development of Cohesion policy [Website]

e TBM Working Groups publish catalogue with 31 good practices across EU regions [Website]

¢ Updates on the Innovative Implementation of the Partnership Principle in Cohesion Policy
[Website]

DG Research and Innovation (RTD)

e 8 April 2025, 13:00 (Online only) From research to business: how to build a successful start-
up [website]

e Progress on European Research Area priorities but continuous investment is still needed
[Website]

e European Innovation Council Forum sends input for the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy
[Website]

e Commission seeks input on the future European Strategy on Research and Technology
Infrastructures [Website]

o Technology Infrastructures in the spotlight: a strategic asset for European
competitiveness [Website]
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_25_1663
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/stakeholder-dialogue-territorial-supply-constraints-2025-04-07_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1277
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1274
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1312
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/voices-single-market-2025-05-28_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-underlines-strategic-role-ip-enforcement-europes-competitiveness-international-summit-2025-06-12_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-industry-days-2025-zoom-competitiveness-and-decarbonisation-2025-06-05_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/04-01-2025-a-modernised-cohesion-policy-to-boost-the-eu-s-strategic-priorities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/04-07-2025-cohesion-policy-turning-sargassum-from-a-toxic-nuisance-into-an-opportunity-for-sustainable-development_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/23-04-2025-c4t-conference-driving-sustainability-through-cohesion-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/05-06-2025-executive-vice-president-fitto-in-spain-to-discuss-the-future-of-cohesion-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/20-05-2025-executive-vice-president-fitto-in-sweden-to-discuss-cohesion-policy-s-priorities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/22-05-2025-joint-declaration-of-ministers-responsible-for-cohesion-policy-territorial-and-urban-matters_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/23-06-2025-executive-vice-president-fitto-hosts-implementation-dialogue-on-sustainable-urban-development-of-cohesion-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/20-06-2025-tbm-working-groups-publish-catalogue-with-31-good-practices-across-eu-regions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/06-11-2025-updates-on-the-innovative-implementation-of-the-partnership-principle-in-cohesion-policy_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/research-business-how-build-successful-start-2025-04-08_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/progress-european-research-area-priorities-continuous-investment-still-needed-2025-04-15_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/european-innovation-council-forum-sends-input-eu-startup-and-scaleup-strategy-2025-04-25_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/commission-seeks-input-future-european-strategy-research-and-technology-infrastructures-2025-04-25_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/technology-infrastructures-spotlight-strategic-asset-european-competitiveness-2025-05-08_en
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o Feedback to the call for evidence for the European Strategy on Research and Technology
Infrastructures shows strong engagement [\Website]

e European Semester Spring Package: boosting research and innovation for competitiveness
[Website]

Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Executive Agency (EISMEA)

e 2025 European Prize for Women Innovators’ winners: recognising women’s groundbreaking
achievements in innovation [Website]
e Commission doubles down on startups with new strategy and EIC expansion 28 May 2025

[Website]
e 2026 European Prize for Women Innovators now open for applications! [Website] Deadline
25 September 2025
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https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/feedback-call-evidence-european-strategy-research-and-technology-infrastructures-shows-strong-2025-06-02_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/european-semester-spring-package-boosting-research-and-innovation-competitiveness-2025-06-04_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/news/2025-european-prize-women-innovators-winners-recognising-womens-groundbreaking-achievements-2025-04-03_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-doubles-down-startups-new-strategy-and-eic-expansion-2025-05-28-0_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/news/2026-european-prize-women-innovators-now-open-applications-2025-06-17_en
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European Parliament

EP Plenary Sessions

¢ [Meeting] EP Plenary - Strasbourg, 05/05/2025 [Agenda]
o Protection of the European Union’s financial interests - combating fraud - annual
report 2023
o Ninth report on economic and social cohesion
A revamped long-term budget for the Union in a changing world [2024/2051(INI)
o Discharge 2023: EU general budget - Commission, executive agencies and
European Development Funds

O

e [Meeting] Brussels, 21-22/05/2025 [Agenda]

o Single Market Strategy [2025/2716(RSP)]
o Choose Europe for Science [2025/2713(RSP)]

e [Meeting] - Strasbourg, 16-19/06/25 [Agenda
o Implementation report on the Recovery and Resilience Facility [A10-0098/2025]

o Clean Industrial Deal [2025/2656]

STOA Panel (Future of Science and Technology) meeting - Brussels, 23/01/25 [Agenda]
e 08-04-2025 15:00 STOA-STS forum Conference 'EU-Japan cooperation in the areas of
quantum and Al
e 29-04-2025 13:00 Generative Al and scientific development

e Research and Innovation Summit: shaping the future of EU research policy [Website]

ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy)
e [Meeting] - Brussels, 09-10/04/25 [Agenda] [Minute
o Presentation by the Commission of the delegated act setting up the list of specific
components used for Net-zero technologies and implementing act on the assessment
of contribution to resilience of the listed Net-zero technology final products and their
main specific components
e [Meeting] - Brussels, 24/04/25 [Agenda] [Minute]
e [Meeting] - Brussels, 12-13/05/25 [Agenda] [Minute]
o Exchange of views with Teresa Ribera Rodriguez, Executive Vice-President for a Clean,
Just and Competitive Transition, on the Clean Industrial Deal and the Critical Medicines
Act
o Reinventing European space governance and boosting industry: responding to
challenges
e [Meeting] - Brussels, , 03/06/25 [Agenda] [Minute]
o Clean Industrial Deal
o Exchange of views with Stéphane Séjourné, Executive Vice-President for Prosperity
and Industrial Strategy, on the Omnibus on small mid-caps and the Single Market
Strategy
e [Meeting] - Brussels, 25-26/06/25 [Agenda] [Minute]
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/OJ-10-2025-07-07-SYN_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/2051(INI)
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/OJ-10-2025-05-21_EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2025/2716(RSP)
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chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/OJ-10-2025-06-16_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-10-2025-0098_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2025-0137_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/292582/01.%20STOA%20Panel%20meeting%2023-01-2025%20-%20Draft%20agenda.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/en/home/news/details/research-and-innovation-summit-shaping-t/20250605CDT14364
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-04-09-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-04-09-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-04-24-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CJ55-PV-2025-04-24-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-05-12-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-05-12-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-06-03-1_EN.rtf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-06-03-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2025-06-25-2_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PV-2025-06-25-2_EN.pdf
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Future of the EU biotechnology and biomanufacturing sector: leveraging research,
boosting innovation and enhancing competitiveness

Energy affordability, sovereignty, efficiency and transparency: way forward for the EU
Exchange of views with Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research
and Innovation, on the EU startup and scale up strategy

REGI Committee (Regional Development)

[Meeting] - Brussels, 9-10/04/25 [Agenda] - [Minute]

[Extraordinary meeting] - Strasbourg, 05/05/2025 [Agenda] [Minute]

o

Proposal for a Regulation amending Regulations (EU) 2021/1058 and (EU) 2021/1056 as
regards specific measures to address strategic challenges in the context of the mid-term
review

[Meeting] - Brussels, 12-13/05/25 [Agenda] [Minute

O
O

The role of cohesion policy investment in resolving the current housing crisis
Strengthening rural areas in the EU through cohesion policy

[Meeting] - Brussels, 25-26/06/25 [Agenda] - [Minutes

o

O

Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1057 establishing the European Social Fund + (ESF+) as
regards specific measures to address strategic challenges

Amending Regulations (EU) 2021/1058 and (EU) 2021/1056 as regards specific measures
to address strategic challenges in the context of the mid-term review.

The role of cohesion policy investment in resolving the current housing crisis

The role of cohesion policy in supporting the just transition

Possibilities for simplification of cohesion funds
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Council of the EU /Council of Ministers

Economic and Financial Affairs Council

[Meeting] 13 May 2025 [Website] [Minutes]

o Competitiveness
Ministers discussed competitiveness, regulatory simplification and ways to improve
Europe’s business environment, with a particular focus on the Savings and Investments
Union (SIU). The Commission, which adopted the SIU strategy on 19 March 2025,
presented it to ministers at today’s meeting.

Ministers welcomed the strategy’s objective of mobilising private capital and
underlined that completing the single market for capital is essential to unlocking these

resources and directing them towards productive investment in the EU.

[Meeting] 20 June 2025 [Website]

o Economic governance. The Council endorsed the fiscal expenditure paths of Belgium
and Bulgaria, as laid out in those countries’ national medium-term fiscal-structural
plans.

o Competitiveness. Ministers exchanged views on the various policy tools to help lower
energy prices, to boost investment in the energy sector and to ensure the functioning of
the Single Market.

o EU budget. The Council took note of the progress report on an adjusted package for the
next generation of own resources made under the Polish Presidency.

o Recovery and Resilience Facility. The Council approved the Commission’s positive
assessment of the amended recovery and resilience plans (RRPs) submitted by Belgium,
Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Cyprus, Malta, Croatia and Slovenia. To date, the EU has
disbursed more than €317 billion from the facility to member states.

Competitiveness Council (Internal market and industry), 22 May 2025 [Website]

Minutes]

Boosting competitiveness [Competitiveness and industry]

Competitiveness Council (Research and space), 23 May 2025 [Website] [Minutes]

Horizon Europe: mid-term evaluation

Horizon Europe is the EU's framework research and innovation programme for the period
2021-2027 with a budget of €93.5 billion. Ministers reflected on the lessons learnt to prepare
for the next (10th) framework programme for the period 2027-2034.

Most delegations welcomed the achievements of Horizon Europe and supported the
Commission President’s decision to keep it as a standalone programme. Several ministers,
however, regretted that many high-quality research projects remained unfunded and called
for simpler administrative procedures, particularly for SMEs. The use of lump sums was seen
positively. While excellence and competition were widely recognised as key to research
policy, some stressed the importance of collaboration and ensuring that Horizon Europe
benefits all regions.
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Delegations also noted progress on gender balance in research policy and encouraged
further efforts. Views differed on funding dual-use research through the European
Innovation Council, with many in favour but others reaffirming the programme’s civil focus.

e European Research Area Policy Agenda for 2025-2027
Ministers reached a political agreement on a recommendation for the ERA Policy Agenda
2025-2027. The recommendation sets out the main activities of ERA and provides a roadmap
forthe nextthreeyears. Markingits 25th anniversary this year, ERA remains a key instrument
in building a single market for research and innovation.

Working Party on Research:
e [Meeting] 7 April 2025 [Agenda]
Making Europe a magnet for research talent: better conditions and fewer barriers -
Information from the Commission

e [Meeting] 5 May 2025 [Agenda]
Proposal fora COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION on the European Research Area Policy Agenda
2025-2027

e [Meeting] 5 June 2025 [Agenda]
‘EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy’ - Presentation by Commission 2. Ministerial Declaration
on an EU-CELAC New Agenda for R&I Cooperation - Information from the Commission

European Associations

Eurocities

e Eurocities policy statement - A Strong Cohesion Policy Promoting Urban Transformation
e Astrong Cohesion Policy promoting urban transformation [Website]

NTNU

e Webinar: ONE HOUR WITH EUROPE WEBINAR with Keith Sequeira: The European Innovation
Council: Upcoming opportunities and future perspectives (12/02/25)

EURADA

e AGORADA 2025: Regional Developmentin Challenging Times (21/05/2025).
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