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EU Policy Updates and Forecast

Period: July-September 2025

EBN and EU|BICs in Brussels

EBN activities:

@ [Open] EBN collects members’ feedback: ‘28" Regime [Post]

¢ [Open] EBN collects members’ feedback: ‘EU Innovation Act’ [Post]

@ [Published] EBN Position Paper: Startup & Scale-up Strategy, 14 July 2025, [blog]

¢ [Published] EU|BIC Community's Impact in 2025: a snapshot [Blog]

@ [Published] Recommendations on the ‘European Strategy on Research and Technology
Infrastructures’, 23 July 2025, [Blog]

@ [Published] EBN Position: Social Economy Action Plan, 23 July 2025 [blog]

¢ [Published] EU|BICs shaping regional innovation performance: Insights from the 2025
European Innovation Scoreboard, 30 July 2025 [Blog]
¢ [Published] 2025 EU|BIC Impact Report [Blog]

European Commission

EU Innovation Act - Call for Evidence [Give feedback]

Feedback period: 08 July 2025 - 03 October 2025 (midnight Brussels time)
Type of act: Proposal for a regulation

This call for evidence is open for feedback. Your input will be taken into account as we further
develop and fine-tune this initiative.

Innovative companies are crucial for the EU’s competitiveness and economic security. However,
they still face several barriers that hinder their growth, including administrative burden and
difficulties in accessing funding, talent, infrastructure and the market. This initiative aims to
create an innovation-friendly environment that supports innovative companies to grow in the
EU.
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ebn-european-business-innovation-centres-network_eubic-innovation-startups-activity-7349440018089697281-X-pc?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADSv5xcB4F1LQUamYbT5f-hB85k8Ol6sRDk
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https://ebn.eu/2025/07/14/ebn-position-paper-contributing-to-the-eu-startup-and-scaleup-strategy/
https://ebn.eu/2025/07/14/eubic-impact-2025/
https://ebn.eu/2025/07/23/recommendations-on-the-social-economy-action-plan/
https://ebn.eu/2025/07/23/recommendations-on-the-social-economy-action-plan/
https://ebn.eu/2025/07/30/eubics-shaping-regional-innovation-performance-insights-from-the-2025-european-innovation-scoreboard/
https://u197ve6d.sibpages.com/?utm_source=Partner&utm_medium=deck&utm_campaign=projects
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14593-European-Innovation-Act_en
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Open Public Consultation on the 28th regime - an EU corporate legal framework - Call
for evidence [Give feedback]

Feedback period: 08 July 2025 - 30 September 2025 (midnight Brussels time)
Type of act: Act

The European Commission’s main focus in the current mandate is on enhancing EU
competitiveness and promoting economic growth. EU company law plays an important part
in this context as one of the key levers to provide companies with a competitive and business-
friendly legal environment in the EU.

This initiative will respond to long-standing calls from the business community and will provide
companies — particularly innovative ones — with a single set of rules to facilitate investment
and operations across the Single Market.

As a central component, it will establish a new corporate legal framework that addresses a broad
range of key issues for businesses, building on digital tools and online procedures already
embedded in EU company law. This framework will be complemented by further measures in
other relevant areas to support the growth of innovative companies within the EU.

[Updates] MFF Multi-annual Financial Framework negotiations

On 16 July 2025, the European Commission presented its proposal for an ambitious and
forward-looking Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), amounting to nearly €2 trillion —
equivalent to 1.26% of the EU’s gross national income on average between 2028 and 2034.
This long-term budget will provide the European Union with the investment capacity needed to
realise its ambitions of becoming an independent, prosperous, secure, and resilient society
and economy over the next decade.

Key features of the new MFF

e More flexibility across the budget, so Europe has the capacity to act and react
fast when circumstances change unexpectedly or when new policy priorities need to be
addressed.

e Simpler, more streamlined and harmonised EU financial programmes, so that
citizens and companies can easily find and access funding opportunities.

e Abudget tailored to local needs, with National and Regional Partnership Plans based
on investments and reforms, for targeted impact where it matters most and ensuring
a faster and more flexible support for more economic, social and territorial cohesion
across our Union.

e A powerful competitiveness boost, for Europe to secure supply chains, scale-up
innovation, and lead the global race for clean and smart technology.

o Abalanced package of new own resources that ensures adequate revenues for our
priorities while minimising pressure on national public finances.
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[Updates] European Competitiveness Fund

Driving prosperity via competitiveness, research and innovation: A new European
The Competitiveness Fund will support investment in strategic technologies to benefit the
entire Single Market, as recommended in the Letta and Draghi Reports. Operating under a single
rulebook and offering a one-stop gateway for funding applicants, the Fund will streamline and
accelerate access to EU financing, while catalysing both public and private investment.

Support will be concentrated in four priority areas:
e the clean transition and decarbonisation;
e thedigital transition;
e health, biotechnology, agriculture, and the bioeconomy;
e defence and space.

The Fund will aim to maximise the impact of each euro spent by leveraging private capital
alongside public resources. Closely linked to the Competitiveness Fund, the EU’s renowned
research framework — with its flagship Horizon Europe programme (worth €175 billion) — will
continue to drive world-class innovation across the Union. Together, Horizon Europe and the
Competitiveness Fund will provide support throughout the full investment lifecycle of a project,
from initial conception to scale-up, helping to reduce both costs for potential beneficiaries and
the time required for disbursement.

[Updates] FP10 Framework Programme/Horizon Europe [Website]

As part of the next EU long-term budget (2028-2034), the Commission has proposed doubling
the budget of the Horizon Europe research and innovation framework programme to €175
billion. The initiative is designed to strengthen Europe’s competitiveness and provide solutions
to pressing global challenges, while building on the achievements of the 2021-2027 programme.
Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva underlined that Horizon Europe, as one of Europe’s
strongest brands, will place research and innovation at the core of the EU’s economy and
investment strategy.

The new programme will be structured around four pillars:

1. Excellent Science, supporting frontier research and top talent. It covers the European
Research Council (ERC), Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions and science for EU policies
through the Joint Research Centre.

2. Competitiveness and Society, driving collaborative research in strategic areas such as
clean transition, digital leadership and defence.

3. Innovation. The European Innovation Council (EIC) will be expanded to fund high-risk
disruptive projects in stages and will introduce a focus for defence and dual-use
startups

4. European Research Area, aimed at strengthening excellence, infrastructures and
widening participation. Implementation will be simplified, with faster procedures and
fewer topics.

In addition, Horizon Europe will support large-scale “moonshot projects”, jointly financed with
national and private partners, in areas such as clean aviation, quantum computing, fusion
energy, next-generation Al and ocean observation. Interinstitutional negotiations will now
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follow, against the backdrop of recent high-level reports (Draghi, Letta, Heitor) stressing the
importance of embedding research and innovation at the heart of Europe’s competitiveness and
long-term growth.

[Meetings] College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet meeting, 02/07/2025 (Brussels)
Agenda]
e Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council: Quantum
Europe Strategy: Quantum Europe in a Changing World
e Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: Choose Europe for life
sciences - A strategy to position the EU as the world’s most attractive place for life sciences by
2030

[Meetings] College of Commissioners/ Chefs de Cabinet meeting, 16/07/2025 (Brussels)
Agenda]

e Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a budget
expenditure tracking and performance framework and other rules for the Union programmes
and activities

e Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European
Regional Development Fund and the Cohesion Fund as part of the European Fund for
Sustainable Economic, Territorial, Social, Rural and Maritime Prosperity and Security Fund for
the period 2028-2034, including for the European Territorial Cooperation (Interreg)

e Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing Horizon
Europe, the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, for the period 2028- 2034,
laying down its rules for participation and dissemination, and repealing Regulation (EU)
2021/695

[Updates] DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (GROW)
e Europe’s small and medium-sized enterprises remain ambitious but continue to face
persistent hurdles in scaling up, 2 July 2025 [Website]
e Commission strengthens Europe's chemical industry, 8 July 2025 [Website]
e An ambitious budget for a stronger Europe: 2028-2034, 16 July 2025 [Website]

[Updates] DG REGIO - Regional and Urban Policy (REGIO)

e Cohesion Policy support to Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform, 09 July 2025
[Website]
Cohesion Policy is one of the key contributors to achieving the objectives of the Strategic
Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP).

o The macroeconomic impact of the 2014-2020 European cohesion policy programmes, 15
July 2025 [Website]
This paper explores how the 2014-2020 European Cohesion Policy programmes have helped to
reduce regional disparities across the Union, while at the same time boosting the performance
of the EU and its regions by strengthening the structure of their economies.

e Commission proposes more flexible and performance-based Cohesion Policy for 2028-
2034, 17 July 2025 [Website]
The European Commission has presented its proposal for the Multiannual Financial Framework
2028-2034. The proposal places Cohesion Policy at the heart of the future EU budget, with a
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file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2531_0%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/MariaAliaga/Downloads/OJ(2025)2534_0.pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/europes-small-and-medium-sized-enterprises-remain-ambitious-continue-face-persistent-hurdles-scaling-2025-07-02_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1755
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1847
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/07-09-2025-cohesion-policy-support-to-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/15-07-2025-the-macroeconomic-impact-of-the-2014-2020-european-cohesion-policy-programmes_en
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stronger emphasis on flexibility and performance, while remaining tailored to national and
regional challenges.

¢ Implementation Dialogue on EU funding and regional competitiveness, 11 August 2025
[Website]
Raffaele Fitto, the European Commission’s Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms,
will host an Implementation Dialogue with key stakeholders on EU funding and regional
competitiveness on 18 September at 10:00 in Brussels.

e Open call for proposal for cross-border cooperation points, 14 August 2025 [Website]
As part of the newly introduced BRIDGEforEU Regulation, the EU has just launched a call for
proposals to establish coordination points addressing border obstacles.

e The compendium of good practices on partnership is now out, 22 August 2025 [Website]
The European Community of Practice on Partnership (ECoPP) Compendium of Good Practices
on Partnership is now out on Inforegio, showcasing inspiring examples of effective partnership
implementation across Member States.

DG Research and Innovation (RTD)

e Horizon Europe 2028 - 2034: twice bigger, simpler, faster and more impactful, 16 July 2025
[Website]

e Republic of Korea joins Horizon Europe programme to bring together leading European and
Korean minds, 17 July 2025 [Website]

e UPCOMING Event - 4 September 2025: Interim evaluation of the impact of Horizon [Website]

e UPCOMING Event - 16 September: Making Horizon Europe work smarter: dialogue on
implementation and simplification with Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva [Website]

e UPCOMING Event - 16/17 September: European Research and Innovation Days [Website]

Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Executive Agency (EISMEA)

o Shape the future of innovation in Europe - become an EIC Programme Manager, 31 July 2025
[Website] Join the EIC as a Programme Manager in strategic technology fields. EIC is now
recruiting experts across all areas of deep tech research and innovation — including, but not
limited to, space, semiconductors, quantum, agrifood, renewable energy and construction.

e UPCOMING EVENT- 23 September 2025: Online Info session: Interconnected Innovation
Ecosystem - 2025 calls for proposals [Website]

e UPCOMING EVENT- 24 September 2025: Annual I3 Instrument Forum 2025 - Express your
interest now! [Website]
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https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/news/shape-future-innovation-europe-become-eic-programme-manager-2025-07-31_en
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European Parliament

EP Plenary Sessions
e [Meeting] EP Plenary - Strasbourg, 07/07/25 [Agenda]
e (09/07/2025 - Conclusions of the European Council meeting of 26 June 2025
e European Council and Commission statements [2024/2981(RSP)]
e (09/07/2025 - The EU’s post-2027 long-term budget: Parliament’s expectations ahead of
the Commission’s proposal. Council and Commission statements [2025/2803(RSP)]
e [Meeting] EP Plenary - Strasbourg, 08-11/09/25 [Agenda]
e 11 September: Implementation and streamlining of EU internal market rules to strengthen
the single market.

REGI Committee (Regional Development)
o [Meeting] REGI Committee (Regional Development) - Brussels, 15/07/25 [Agenda] - [Minute]
o Budget 2026: next steps. Coordinators took note of the next steps regarding the Budget
2026 and the pilot projects (PPs) and preparatory actions (PAs).
e Coordinators * decisions taken by written procedure:
= 8 July 2025: Consultation of Coordinators on holding an extraordinary REGI meeting on
17 July: Coordinators representing the majority of political groups decided to hold a REGI
meeting on MFF-related proposals on 17 July a.m.
e [News] REGI Public Hearing on Cohesion Policy for Outermost Regions, 15 July 2025
Website
o [Meeting] REGI Committee (Regional Development) Extraordinary meeting - Brussels
17/07/25 [Agenda] - [Minute]
» Exchange of views with Raffaele Fitto (Executive Vice-President of the European
Commission) on the EC proposal for the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) post
2027.
e [Meeting] REGI Committee (Regional Development) - Brussels, 03/09/25 [Agenda]
= Amending Regulations (EU) 2021/1058 and (EU) 2021/1056 as regards specific
measures to address strategic challenges in the context of the mid-term review
e European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and Cohesion Fund 2021-
2027 [2018/0197(COD)]
= General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2026 - all sections
[2025/0210(BUD)]

ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy)

¢ [Meeting] ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) - Brussels, 15-16/07/25 [Agenda]
o Presentation of the Council Presidency’s programme.
o Exchange of views with Caroline Stage Olsen, Minister for Digital Affairs.
o General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2026 - all sections
o Implementation of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement

e [Meeting] ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy) - Brussels, 04/09/25

[Agenda] [Minute]
o General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2026 - all sections
ITRE/10/02066 [2025/0210(BUD)]
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/OJ-10-2025-07-07-SYN_EN.html
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Council of the EU /Council of Ministers

Economic and Financial Affairs Council

[Meeting] Economic and Financial Affairs Council, 8 July 2025 [Website]

o Enlargement of the euro area: The Council adopted the final three legal acts which pave
the way for Bulgaria to introduce the euro on 1 January 2026. This completes the process
for Bulgaria to become the 21st member of the euro area and to benefit from using the
EU’s common currency, the euro, as of next year.

o Defence financing: the Council activated the national escape clause of the Stability and
Growth Pact (SGP) for 15 Member States, enabling them to adjust to higher levels of national
defence spending while safeguarding debt sustainability. The Member States concerned
are Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia and Slovenia.

o Presidency work programme: The Danish Presidency has set out its work programme in
the field of economic and financial affairs for the second half of the year. Under the motto ‘A
strong Europe in a changing world’, the Presidency aims to promote a secure Europe, while
also advancing competitiveness and sustainability.

o Savings and investment union

o Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF): The Council approved the Commission’s positive
assessment of the amended recovery and resilience plans (RRPs) submitted by Austria,
Belgium, Czechia, Denmark, Germany and Ireland. To date, the EU has disbursed more than
€317 billion from the facility to member states.

o Note: Austria focuses on simplification and removing administrative burdens
for businesses.

General Affairs Council

[Meeting] General Affairs Council, 18 July 2025 [Website]

The Commission presented its first major proposals for the EU’s 2028-2034 long-term budget
(MFF), totalling nearly €2 trillion, highlighting the need for greater flexibility, streamlined
funding programmes, and tailored investment through National and Regional Partnership Plans
to boost cohesion. A new Competitiveness Fund was proposed to strengthen supply chains,
scale up innovation, and advance clean and smart technologies, alongside new own resources
tofinance EU priorities sustainably. Ministers held an initial exchange of views, marking the start
of Council discussions, with further debate planned under the Danish presidency, including a
more in-depth session in October.

Working Party on General Affairs

[Meeting] Working Party on General Affairs, 2 July 2025 [Agenda]
Presentation of the priorities of the Danish Presidency for the second semester of 2025

[Upcoming] Working Party on General Affairs, 17-19 September 2025 [Website]

Working Party on Research

[Meeting] Working Party on Research, 24 July 2025 [Agenda] [Website]

eubic

certified by ebn



https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/ecofin/2025/07/08/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/gac/2025/07/18/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-3298-2025-REV-1/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/mpo/2025/9/working-party-on-general-affairs-(357369)/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-3633-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents/public-register/public-register-search/?AllLanguagesSearch=false&OnlyPublicDocuments=false&DocumentNumber=3633%2F25&DocumentLanguage=EN

European Business and Innovation Centre Network
e I | Avenue de Tervuren 168, B-1150 Brussels, Belgium
www.ebn.eu | info@ebn.eu | +322772 89 00

o Council conclusions on a call for action on Life Sciences for Europe’s competitiveness -
Presentation by the Presidency and examination of the first Presidency text (doc. 11629/25)

o Proposal for a Council Regulation on amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1173 as regards
EuroHPC - Presentation by the Commission and first general discussion (doc 11675/25)

o Council conclusions on the importance of research and innovation for the EU Startup and
Scaleup Strategy - Examination of the second Presidency text (doc. 11624/25)

o [Meeting] Working Party on Research, 1 September 2025 [Agenda] [Website]
o Council conclusions on the importance of research and innovation for the EU Startup and

Scaleup Strategy
o The impact assessment of the European Competitiveness Fund proposal, incl. the Horizon

Europe proposal

European Associations

e [News] Proposals for next EU budget risk sidelining cities [\Website

o ERRIN's initial reflections on the leaked #FP10 proposal [LinkedIn Post]
e Bruegel Annual Meetings | 3-4 September 2025 | This year's Annual Meetings are centred

around Bruegel's 20th anniversary [Website]
o The European single market: restarting the perpetual revolution [Website]
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