
 

We are thrilled to invite you to REINFORCING’s upcoming session under the Insights 
series, “Strengthening Policy support for Public Engagement in R&I”. This 
session will draw on key outcomes from the European Commission’s Mutual Learning 
Exercise (MLE) on Public Engagement in Research & Innovation, which synthesises 
experiences across countries and proposes concrete directions for embedding PE more 
sustainably in R&I systems. 
 
Designed for public authorities, policy support organisations, and 
practitioners working on public engagement and participatory approaches in R&I 
governance. 
 
📅📅 January 22 2026 from 13:00-14:00 CET 
📍📍 Online via Zoom: Click here to register for the Workshop 
 
About the Session 
 
The session will also focus on what it looks like in practice when PE is supported 
through national-level approaches. Our two guest speakers will share experiences from 
their respective policy settings, reflecting on what has enabled progress, what remains 
challenging, and which support mechanisms make the biggest difference for 
implementation. 
 

• Frederike Schmitz, Programme leader Citizen Science / Societal Engagement, 
Open Science NL (Dutch Research Council / NWO) 

• Tit Neubauer, Science Sector Senior Official, Ministry of Higher Education, Science 
and Innovation, Government of Slovenia 

 
Together, we will explore: 

• What the MLE suggests about effective policy support for PE in R&I, and what this 
means for national and regional actors 

• What it takes to move from project-based engagement to more sustained 
approaches, based on country experience 

• How to strengthen institutional learning and follow-up so PE is supported beyond 
individual initiatives 

 
We look forward to your contributions. See you there! 
 

https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/statistics/policy-support-facility/psf-challenge/mutual-learning-exercise-public-engagement-ri
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/statistics/policy-support-facility/psf-challenge/mutual-learning-exercise-public-engagement-ri
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/n11Xp8kkRlu436yj3tJCqw#/registration
https://www.openscience.nl/en/frederike-schmitz
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tit-neubauer-a8050511/?originalSubdomain=si
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